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Man stabs, throws
acid on woman

PERAMPALLI: A spurned
lover stabbed a 22-year-
old woman, who got en-
gaged to another person
recently, multiple times
here in Annamayya dis-
trict and poured bath-
room cleaning acid on
her, police said on
Friday. Annamayya dis-
trict superintendent of
police B Krishna Rao said
that Ganesh (24) from
Madanapalle attacked
the woman around 7 am
today at Perampalli vil-
lage of Gurramkonda

India-US ties take new

flight, IAF to get F-35 jets

US approves extradition of 26/11 terror accused Tahawwur Rana to India

PTI
WASHINGTON

India and the United States
rekindled their relationship
on a high note with a sum-
mit between Prime Minister

Key
takeaways

MODI, TRUMP DISCUSS
EASING TARIFFS,

mandal when her par- Narendra Modi and Presi- RESOLVING TRADE
ents were away tending dent Donald Trump yield- ISSUES AND SHORING
UP DEFENCE TIES

to cattle.
NATION PAGE 7

ing a range of benefits in-
cluding the US sale of oil,
gas and F-35 fighter aircraft

© Concerns over trade and
tariffs dominate meeting

Murmu’s nod sought
to prosecute Jain

NEW DELHI

The union Home Ministry
requested the President for
agrant of sanction to prose-
cute AAP leader and former
Delhi Minister Satyendar
Jain in a money-laundering
case being investigated by
the ED, sources said.

The sanction against the
60-year-old politician has
been sought under Section

218 of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, they said.
The Ministry requested the
sanction from the President
of India on the basis of an
ED investigation and the
presence of ‘adequate
proof’, they added.

The federal agency boo-
ked Jain in a money-launder-
ing case linked to alleged
hawala dealings and ar-
rested him in May 2022. pri

US plane with 119 Indian
deportees to land today

Gold prices hit to én%ia, 1a pé)s}slib}e mec%a ° %“p’gg:(%; zfg‘ggr;l‘:v‘es CHANDIGARH pectec}i tlo land at the aiéport
record Rs 89k-mark trade dea an the 1imme 1- ‘very unfair and strong’ ) ) around 10 pm on Satur ay.
: ate extradition of Mumbai S e dlp e AUS plane carrying 119 ille- _Among the 119 illegal In-
NEW DELHI: Gold prices attack accused Tahawwur work on a deal to resolve gal immigrants is likely to dian immigrants, 67 hail
soared by Rs 1,300 to hit Rana. trade concerns land at Amritsar airport on from Punjab, 33 from
an all-time high of Rs Trump said after talks © Trump says his February15,thesecondsuch  Haryana, eight from Gu-
89,400 per 10 grams with Modi that India will el WES o batch of Indians deported jarat, three from Uttar

amid heavy buying from
jewellers and retailers,
according to the All India

buy more oil, gas and mili-
tary hardware from Amer-
ica to bring down the trade

bring down trade deficit
with India by increasing
US energy exports

© Modi offers to double

by the Trump government
as part of a crackdown it re-
solved to carry out when it

Pradesh, two each from
Goa, Maharashtra and Ra-
jasthan and one each from

Sarafa Association. The deficit while asserting that  US President Donald Trump looks on as Prime Minister Narendra Modi signs the visitor's book at W‘atﬁ@ irads "‘gg‘oo - was sworn in last month. Himachal Pradesh and
precious metal of 99.9 Washingtort} will not spare  the Oval Office in White House, in Washington DC . — Phot: PT| byago';ggm”m n According to official Jammu and Kashmir, they
per cent purity had New Delhi from reciprocal " sources, the plane is ex- said.rn

closed at Rs 88,100 per tariffs. At his Oval Of%ce in ended the global economic o ° gj;: EQ?LZ?:Z,’IZ}"“‘"V P

10 grams on Thursday. the White House on Thurs-  and diplomatic order. Terror reference mn eventually provide F-35

Gold of 99.5 per cent pu- day (Friday India time), Yet, Modi’s visit went off 5@57'3@&9@9519‘5 H t h X

rity climbed by Rs 1,300 Trump warmly welcomed without any hiccups and in t lk ttl I) k' t © To deepen seourity altec Speec on up

to hit a fresh peak of Rs Modi with along handshake fact produced rich divi- a S ra eS a IS an gggﬁi?:r,aalgh?r“; veiled ’

89,000 per 10 grams and a bear hug and de- dends. The only fly in the reference to compefition f \ /I k k

against the previous scribed the Prime Minister ointment was Trump’s an- ISLAMABAD/NEW DELHI: Rattled by specific reference to m“:; gi’(;’r;"”“g China a ter uS S ta eover
close of Rs 87,700 per asa“great friend” foralong nouncement a day before Pakistan in the India-US Joint Statement issued following e

10 grams. Silver also ral- time and a “terrific’ man. ~ the summit that he would  the bilateral meeting held between Prime Minister Naren- O o ot it i zens ving NEW DELHI decline during the period
lied by Rs 2,000 to hita “We missed you. We impose reciprocal tariffs on dra Modi and US President Donald Trump in Washington, illegally in US Musk was CEO, until June

four-month high of Rs 1
lakh per kg on Friday. pri

missed you a lot,” Trump
said as he greeted Modi.
The elaborate welcome al-

countries that do the same
with American goods. India
is among those countries

Islamabad on Friday cited its past counter-terrorism coop-
eration with the United States to express surprise over the

development.

© US President calls
Indian PM a ‘much better
negotiator than him’

Hate speech on the social
media platform X spiked by
almost 50 per cent in the

2023.
Previous studies have
shown that hate speech in-

BSNL reports layed the trepidation and Trump is targeting, and he “We consider the Pakistan-specific reference in the Indo- months following FElon creased on X right after the
Rs 262 fit put to rest the uncertainty did not mince his words US joint statement of Feb 13 as one-sided, misleading and oMol Musk’s purchase, compared US-based  entrepreneur
S Cr prori that had clouded bilateral ~when talking about recipro- contrary to diplomatic norms. We are surprised the refer- to the months prior, anew purchased the social media

NEW DELHI: State-
owned telecom major
Bharat Sanchar Nigam
Limited (BSNL) on Friday
reported a profit of Rs
262 crore in the third
quarter of the current fi-
nancial year, marking its
first return to prof-
itability since 2007. This
milestone reflects the
company’s focus on in-
novation, aggressive
network expansion, cost
optimisation, and cus-
tomer-centric service

relationship after Trump
took office last month and
unleashed a series of execu-
tive orders that have up-

cal tariffs against India dur-
ing a 44-minute joint news
conference with Modi.

(SEE PAGES 2,7, 8)

All eyes on BJP’s
next move in
crisis-hit Manipur

ence has been added to the joint statement notwithstand-
ing Pakistan’s counter-terrorism cooperation with the US,”
said Pakistan Foreign Office (FO) spokesperson Shafqgat Ali

Khan during a weekly media briefing.

(SEE PAGE 2)

analysis has shown.
Researchers also found

that the number of bot and

bot-like accounts did not

platform — then known as
Twitter — and became its
CEO, with no reduction in
bot-driven activity. rr

Drop in groundwater levels
raises alarm across Telangana

improvements, the BSNL STATE BUREAU
said in a statement. ians IMPHAL Hyderabad ° ° ° @ Failure to supply
Security forces on . Grlm Sltuatlon \fne;?:ﬁirnfg ot
K'taka govt to shut All eyelslarezlnovirl'on the BJP high alert in State Gr?undwater levels f mn GROUNDWATER LEVELS IN TELANGANA SRSP Stage-Il led
9 new universities central leadership over its " Te angana witnesse a DECLINE SHARPLY, RAISING ALARM to widespread use
next step in strife-torn Ma- capital Imphal, sharp decline in the past few ACROSS STATE of bore wells
BENGALURU: The Kar- nipur, a day after President’s particularly around months, raising alarm across O Latest report from Telangana Groundwater ® Telangana’s
nataka government will rule was imposed in the the Raj Bhavan and the State. According to IR - o=cciopofaier 2 matas Jan 2025 report
bring the shutters down northeastern State and the | 40 oM cocrotariat the latest report from the o ot - groundwater level
on nine of the 10 new Assembly put under sus- Telangana  Groundwater RS BRS rulo, Telarigana saw rise in decline across
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transforming dry lands into fertile zones

© Under Congress rule, water shortages worsen,
with paddy fields drying up and public facing
severe shortages

© Situation worsens further as 120-km
Godavari River stretch dried up

© It was once brimming with water due to
construction of three barrages—Medigadda,
Annaram, and Sundilla

© Poor maintenance of water supplies under Mission
Bhagiratha forced people to rely on bore wells with

@ Yadadri Bhongir
records highest
drop of 2.71

m, followed

by Medchal-
Malkajgiri at

established during the
tenure of the BJP gov-
ernment after it was
found that only one of
them was fully-func-
tional, sources con-
firmed on Friday. The de-
cision in this regard was
taken in the Cabinet sub-

levels have dropped by two
meters or more in some of
the districts.

During the tenure of for-
mer Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao, Telangana
experienced the highest
groundwater rise in the
country, transforming even

has been beefed up across
the State following the Cen-
tre’s announcement of Pres-
ident’s rule, officials said.
President’s rule was im-
posed in Manipur and the
Assembly put under sus-
pended animation on
Thursday evening, days
after Chief Minister N Biren

months of ethnic violence
that has claimed over 250
lives so far. The Manipur
Assembly has a tenure till
2027. Officials said on Fri-
day that security forces
were on high alert in State
capital Imphal, particularly

® Rangareddy
sees 1.47m drop,
while in Bhadradri
Kothagudem, it

committee meeting
headed by Deputy Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar
on Thursday and the
subject was discussed in
detail. ians

This is
Richa’s gift
for V-Day

The actor is all set to
captivate the viewers
with ‘Akhri Somvaar’

12

Singh resigned from his
post that led to political un-
certainty in the State. The
decision came as the BJP
failed to build a consensus
on a Chief Ministerial can-
didate, despite having sev-
eral rounds of discussions
between its northeast in-
charge Sambit Patra and
legislators.

Singh, who was heading
the BJP government in Ma-
nipur, resigned as Chief
Minister after nearly 21

around the Raj Bhavan and
the CM secretariat.
Meanwhile, the Coordi-
nating Committee on Ma-
nipur Integrity (COCOMI),
an umbrella body of several
Imphal-based civil society
organisations, on Friday
termed the imposition of
the President’s rule in the
state as ‘undemocratic’ and
‘most unfortunate’. The
Meitei body also alleged
that the President’s rule was
“a ploy to push the State
into further turmoil”. rm

dry lands into rich ground-
water zones. Under the cur-
rent Congress rule, the situ-
ation has taken a different
turn, with paddy fields dry-
ing up and farmers and the
general public facing water
shortages.

The situation worsened
further by the drying up of a
120-km stretch of the Go-
davari River, which was
once brimming with water
due to the construction of
three barrages — Medi-
gadda, Annaram,

and
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Sundilla. These barrages, in-
tended to boost agriculture
and stabilise the groundwa-
ter table, have been left non-
functional under the pretext
of structural issues. Adding
to the challenge, the failure

to maintain the Mission
Bhagiratha supplies in cer-
tain pockets has forced peo-
ple to rely on bore wells for
water extraction, despite
the high fluoride content in
regions like Nalgonda. The

000 kg stale, rotten chicken seized in Begumpet

The arrested persons, along with the seized material, were
handed over to the Begumpet police for further action.

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

The police raided two
chicken shops in Begumpet
and seized over 600 kg of
stale and rotten chicken
waste meant for supply to
fast food centres.

During the raids carried
out by the Task Force
(North) team, along with
the Sanitary Officials of the
Secunderabad Cantonment
Board (SCB), two persons

— M Bhaskar, owner of SSS
Chicken Shop in Ra-
soolpura and B Raveender,
owner of Ravi Chicken
Shop in Balamrai — were
caught. The officials seized
frozen and stored noxious
chicken waste and bones.
According to officials, the
duo plotted to sell chicken
waste and bones, which was
stored for several months,
to fast food centres and
eateries located close to
wine shops at lower prices

than the market price. “In
such business places, peo-
ple eat chicken without
doubting it. Also, at fast
food centres, they mix
chicken with artificial
colours and ingredients,
which  makes chicken
colourful and enhances its
taste,” said an official.

The arrested persons,
along with the seized mate-
rial, were handed over to
the Begumpet police for fur-
ther action.

G high fluoride content, especially in Nalgonda

© Decline in groundwater levels linked to
mismanagement of irrigation projects, such as
Kaleshwaram and PRLIS

© A 2024 and 2023 comparison shows
Telangana has seen steepest decline in net
groundwater availability in future

© Groundwater levels drop by 2.88 billion cubic meters

decline in groundwater lev-
els has been attributed to al-
leged mismanagement of ir-
rigation projects,
particularly the neglect of
the Kaleshwaram and Pala-
muru-Rangareddy lift irri-

® Average
groundwater
depths vary
significantly, with
Vikarabad at
12.28m below

ground level and
Kamareddy at
11.48m

gation schemes. Pressure is
mounting on the govern-
ment to take immediate ac-
tion to address the water
shortage and protect the
State’s irrigation progress.
(SEE PAGE 2)

Dead chickens dumped
in Akkampally reservoir

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Dead chickens were found
dumped in the Akkampally
balancing reservoir in
Pedda Adiserlapally mandal
of Nalgonda district on Fri-
day sparking widespread
concern. In the backdrop of
outbreak of bird flu, which
has taken a toll on the poul-
try industry in the neigh-

bouring districts of Andhra
Pradesh, an alert has been
sounded in the district. The
HMWSSB authorities were
also informed about the in-
cident. Meanwhile, the po-
lice arrested a poultry
farmer, Ramavath Raya-
mally, after finding him re-
sponsible for dumping the
bird flu-infested dead chick-
ens in the reservoir.

(SEE PAGES 2, 5)



