
NEW DELHI

The parliamentary commit-
tee scrutinising the Waqf
Bill is set to propose that ex-
isting “Waqf by user” prop-
erties will remain so if not in
dispute or are government
facilities but they must be
registered before the new
law takes effect, providing
little relief to Waqf bodies in
their unverified title claims.

Opposition MPs on Mon-
day proposed amendments
in all 44 clauses of the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill, seeking
to mostly restore the provi-
sions of the current Act, and
claimed that the law pro-
posed by the committee in
its report would maintain
the Bill’s “draconian” char-
acter and the bid to interfere
in the religious affairs of
Muslims.

While the accepted
amendments make some
concessions to Muslim bod-
ies criticising the Bill, in-
cluding leaving it to Waqf

boards to decide on welfare
measures for widows and
orphans, among others, in-
stead of mandating it by law,
a few of them may further
irk the critics. The meeting
of the joint parliamentary
committee headed by BJP
MP Jagdambika Pal was
again marked by noisy
protests by opposition
members, who accused him
of “subverting” democratic
process. The panel is set to
adopt its report on Wednes-
day with MPs of opposition
parties such as the Congress,
TMC, DMK and the AIMIM
expected to give their dis-
sent, sources said. 

The committee will now
meet for one last time, likely
on Wednesday, the timing
for which was notified on
Monday. All 32 amend-
ments proposed by BJP MPs

and their allies from the
TDP and the JD(U) were ac-
cepted. Opposition MPs put
forward more than 500
amendments at Monday’s
meeting. With Parliament’s
Budget Session set to begin
on January 31, the ruling
BJP-led NDA can get the Bill
passed in the first half of the
session as it enjoys a major-
ity in both the Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha, they said.

Among the amendments
that may draw objection
from Muslims and opposi-
tion parties is that a Waqf
board can now have even
four non-Muslim members
instead of two. One of the
changes passed said “two
members appointed under
this sub-section, excluding
ex-officio members, shall be
non-Muslim”, the sources
said. (SEE PAGE 2)

LONG JOURNEY TO HOME

Displaced Palestinians return to their homes in the northern Gaza Strip, following Israel’s decision to allow thousands of them to go back
for the first time since the early weeks of the 15-month war with Hamas, on Monday. — Photo: AP   (REPORTS PAGE 9)
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Complaints galore
on schemes 
HYDERABAD: The first
day after the launch of
four welfare schemes by
the State government
saw complaints from
multiple sections. Many
farmers, especially small
and marginal ones, com-
plained that they had not
received the promised fi-
nancial assistance under
Rythu Bharosa. Similar
complaints were aired
by landless labourers as
well. There were several
complaints from hopeful
beneficiaries of other
schemes, including 
Indiramma Indlu. 

STATE PAGE 5

Modi dials Trump
to discuss ties
NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
Monday spoke to US
President Donald Trump
with a focus on en-
hancing the India-US
partnership and jointly
working towards global
peace and security. Fol-
lowing the phone con-
versation, Modi said
both sides are com-
mitted to “mutually ben-
eficial” and “trusted
partnership”. “Delighted
to speak with my dear
friend President @real-
DonaldTrump @POTUS.
Congratulated him on
his historic second
term,” the Prime 
Minister said on X. PTI

Himachal IGP, 
7 cops get lifer 
CHANDIGARH: A special
CBI court on Monday
sentenced Himachal
Pradesh Inspector 
General of Police Zahur
Haider Zaidi and seven
other policemen to life
imprisonment in a 2017
custodial death case. On
January 18, the court of
special CBI judge Alka
Malik convicted Zaidi
and others in the case
which pertains to the
custodial death of an 
accused in the gang rape
and murder of a minor
girl in Kotkhai in Shimla
district. The court also
imposed a fine of Rs 1
lakh each. NATION PAGE 7

67 trafficked
Indians rescued 
VIENTIANE: Sixty-seven
Indians who were 
trafficked and forced to
work in cyber-scam 
centres in Laos have
been rescued by the Em-
bassy of India in Vien-
tiane, officials said on
Monday. These youth
were forced to work
there under intimidation
and abuse by criminal
syndicates operating in
Golden Triangle Special
Economic Zone in Bokeo
province of Laos, the In-
dian mission said. The
rescued individuals were
transported to Vientiane.
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KTR junks CM claims of
‘historic’ achievement

STATE BUREAU 

HYDERABAD 

BRS working president KT
Rama Rao ridiculed Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy‘s
claims of a “historic”
achievement by issuing new
ration cards. 

He charged the Congress
with misleading the public
with blatant lies, despite the
previous BRS regime issu-
ing around 6.47 lakh ration
cards without turning it into
a publicity exercise.

He reminded that even
Deputy Chief Miniter Mallu
Bhatti Vikramarka and
other Congress leaders par-
ticipated in the ration cards
distribution in 2021 during
the BRS regime.

Speaking at Telangana
Bhavan after unveiling the
BRS Vidyarthi (student)
wing’s New Year’s diary and
calendar on Monday, Rama
Rao criticised Revanth
Reddy for failing to deliver
on the promises made dur-
ing the election campaign,
pointing out that despite
guaranteeing six major
schemes within 100 days,
none had been fully imple-
mented even after 14
months in power. “On Janu-
ary 31, it will be 420 days

since Congress made its 420
promises,” he quipped. 

Marking the Congress
failure to deliver its electoral
promises, he called the party
cadre to submit representa-
tion to the statues of Ma-
hatma Gandhi on lies and
failed promises of Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on Jan-
uary 31, as a mark of protest.

The BRS working presi-
dent took a dig at Revanth
Reddy for giving contradic-
tory statements on Rythu
Bharosa distribution within
15 minutes span during the
launch of welfare schemes

on Sunday. “Revanth Reddy
announced that Rythu
Bharosa disbursement will
commence from wee hours
of Monday, but within no
time, he declared that the
amount will be disbursed
upto March 31. He is behav-
ing like the character in
“Aparachithudu” and needs
treatment,” he said.

Rama Rao termed the im-
plementation of four
schemes in around 600
gram panchayats against
more than 12,000 gram pan-
chayats as another ploy to
deceive people. (SEE PAGE 2)

BRS working president KT Rama Rao speaking at Telangana Bhavan after unveiling 
the BRS Vidyarthi (student) wing’s New Year’s diary and calendar on Monday.

Accuses Congress of misleading public with blatant lies

HYDERABAD: Former Min-
ister and senior BRS MLA T
Harish Rao launched a
fierce attack on Chief Min-
ister A Revanth Reddy and
the Congress government
for repeatedly reneging on
promises made to the peo-
ple, particularly farmers.
He questioned the Con-
gress leadership’s credibil-
ity and pointed out delays. 

(REPORT PAGE 5)

‘DECEIVING
RYOTS HALLMARK
OF CONG RULE’

Waqf Amendment
Bill gets panel nod
JPC accepts

ruling

alliance’s

changes,

rejects Oppn’s

tweaks

AIMIM MP Asaduddin Owaisi, TMC MP Kalyan Banerjee and
others in New Delhi on Monday. — Photo: PTI

Uttarakhand
first State to
implement UCC
DEHRADUN

BJP-ruled Uttarakhand on
Monday became the first
State in independent India
to implement the Uniform
Civil Code, which pro-
motes equal laws for every
citizen across all religions
and standardises personal
laws on marriage, divorce
and property. 

With the implementa-
tion of the UCC which ap-
plies to all people of Ut-
tarakhand except those
belonging to the Sched-
uled Tribe community, the
BJP has fulfilled a major
commitment made to peo-
ple of the state ahead of
the 2022 assembly polls
which saw the party
storming to power for a
second consecutive term. 

Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami said with
this the UCC implementa-
tion, constitutional and
civil rights of people have
become uniform. PTI

Farmers attack 
agri market office

STATE BUREAU
Nagarkurnool

Tension prevailed at the
agriculture market in
Achampet here on Monday
afternoon, when farmers in
large numbers attacked the
market office and a few staff
members complaining that
remunerative prices were
not being offered by traders
for their groundnut crop.

The farmers thrashed
Market Committee chair-
person A Rajitha’s husband
A Mallesh and a couple of
other staff members. Alleg-
ing that Mallesh and traders
were hand in glove, the

farmers abused and
thrashed him. As tempers
were running high, Mallesh
managed to escape and
locked himself up in the
market office. However,
farmers broke open the
doors and damaged the fur-
niture in the office.

The farmers alleged that
until three days ago, a quin-
tal of groundnut was offered
nearly Rs 7,000. On Mon-
day, the traders were not of-
fering remunerative prices
and the prices were slashed
to Rs.4,000 to Rs.4,500 per
quintal, citing poor quality
and other reasons, the 
farmers said. (SEE PAGE 2)

The farmers broke open the doors and damaged the furniture 
in the office at Achampet in Nagarkurnool on Monday. 

Gurdwaras in NY, New Jersey
checked for illegal immigrants

RTC unions to go
on strike from Feb 9

WASHINGTON

Law enforcement officials
from the US Department of
Homeland Security have
started visiting gurdwaras
in New York and New Jer-
sey to check for the pres-
ence of illegal immigrants,
drawing a sharp reaction
from some Sikh organisa-
tions which see such actions
as a threat to the sanctity of
their faith. 

Some of the gurdwaras in
New York and New Jersey
are believed to be used as a
hub by Sikh separatists
along with illegal and un-
documented immigrants.

Within hours of Donald
Trump being sworn in as
the 47th President of the
United States, acting De-
partment of Homeland Se-
curity Secretary Benjamine
Huffman in a directive re-
scinded the Biden adminis-
tration’s guidelines for the

Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) and
Customs and Border Pro-
tection (CBP) enforcement
actions that thwart law en-
forcement in or near so-
called “sensitive” areas.

These “sensitive” areas
included places of worship
like gurdwaras and
churches. “This action em-
powers the brave men and
women in CBP and ICE to
enforce our immigration
laws and catch criminal
aliens — including murder-
ers and rapists — who have
illegally come into our
country,” a spokesperson
for the department said. PTI

Some of the
gurdwaras are
believed to be used 
as a hub by Sikh
separatists along with
illegal immigrants

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

The Telangana State Road
Transport Corporation
(TGSRTC) unions on Mon-
day announced an indefi-
nite statewide strike from
February 9.  

The Joint Action Com-
mittee, comprising mem-
bers from a host of RTC
unions, submitted a strike
notice to VC Sajjanar, the
Corporation’s Managing Di-
rector, at Bus Bhavan on
Monday.

The JAC members con-
tend that they are vexed
over the Congress govern-
ment’s apathy and inaction
towards the welfare of the
RTC employees. “Despite
being in power for 14
months, the State govern-
ment is yet to ground a sin-
gle welfare measure aimed

at RTC employees and their
family members. We have
submitted our charter of de-
mands and if they are not
met in the coming days, a
massive strike will be
launched,” the JAC mem-
bers said after meeting the
RTC MD.

If successful, it would be
first RTC union strike to be
taken up in the last five
years. The RTC union lead-
ers expressed dissatisfac-
tion over the State govern-
ment’s inaction on promises
made to the Corporation’s
employees.  

There is a sense of fear
among RTC employees re-
garding speculations of
RTC privatisation that are
circulating in Telangana.
The employees fear that
such a move could lead to
large-scale retrenchment.

(SEE PAGE 2)

GBS cases cross 100 in Maha
NEW DELHI

The Centre has deployed a
seven-member team of ex-
perts in Maharashtra to as-
sist the State in monitoring
and managing the increas-
ing cases of Guillain-Barre
Syndrome (GBS), an official
source said on Monday.

Maharashtra reported its
first suspected death linked
to GBS in Solapur, while the
number of cases of the im-

munological nerve disorder
in Pune has crossed 100,
health officials said on Mon-
day. The man had come to
Pune, where he is suspected
to have contracted the dis-
ease, and died in Solapur, an
official said without giving
more details.

“The total number of GBS
cases in Pune on Sunday in-
creased to 101, comprising
68 males and 33 females. Of
these, 16 are on ventilator

support. One suspected
death has been reported in
Solapur,” the State ealth de-
partment official said. 

Meanwhile, the Rapid Re-
sponse Team and Pune Mu-
nicipal Corporation’s health
department continued sur-
veillance in the affected Sin-
hgad Road area in Pune.  “A
seven-member high-level
team of experts has been de-
ployed in Maharashtra,” an
official source said. PTI

Mansarovar 
Yatra to resume
NEW DELHI: India and China on Monday
decided to resume the Kailash Mansarovar
Yatra as the two sides agreed to take cer-
tain people-centric steps to “stabilise and
rebuild” ties. The Ministry of External Af-
fairs said this following Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri’s talks with his Chinese coun-
terpart Sun Weidong in Beijing. It said the
two sides also agreed in principle to re-
sume direct air services. (REPORT PAGE 7)

Boat blaze: Search
on for missing man
HYDERABAD: A youngster from Nagaram,
identified as Ajay, is missing following the
fire accident on two boats at Hussain Sagar
on Sunday night. On Monday morning,
Ajay’s family reached Hussain Sagar and
informed police officials that he had been
missing since the previous night. They re-
quested a search operation to locate him.
Civic authorities and police launched a joint
search operation. (RELATED REPORT PAGE 3)


