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Playback singer
Jayachandran dies 
THRISSUR: P Jayachan-
dran, the celebrated
playback singer who
recorded over 16,000
songs in Malayalam,
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
and Hindi, died at the
age of 80. The singer
died while undergoing
treatment at a private
hospital here, hospital
sources said. Jayachan-
dran was widely recog-
nised for his contribution
to Indian music, having
won several awards for
best playback singer. He
was also honoured with
the Kerala government’s
prestigious JC Daniel
Award. PTI

Gold price rises by
Rs 300 per 10 gms 
NEW DELHI: Gold price
climbed Rs 300 for a
third consecutive ses-
sion to Rs 80,300 per 10
grams in the national
capital on Thursday
amid strong global cues,
according to the All India
Sarafa Association.
Traders said the pre-
cious metal surged, fol-
lowing news that
People’s Bank of China
increased its reserves
for the second consecu-
tive month. In the pre-
vious session, the yellow
metal of 99.9 per cent
purity ended at Rs 80,
000 per 10 grams. PTI

L&T chief calls for
90-hr work week
NEW DELHI: After In-
fosys’ NR Narayana
Murthy’s controversial
70-hour-a-week work, it
is now the turn of Larsen
& Toubro  Chairman SN
Subrahmanyan, who has
gone beyond Murthy’s
work call, suggesting
employees to work 90
hours a week — in-
cluding Sundays — to
stay competitive. In a
video message, Subrah-
manyan sparked a con-
troversy with his com-
ments, suggesting
employees should work
90 hours a week.
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80-year-old tests
HMPV +ve in Guj
AHMEDABAD: An 80-
year-old man tested pos-
itive for HMPV infection
in Ahmedabad city of
Gujarat on Thursday.The
patient is currently re-
ceiving treatment at a
private hospital and he
does not have any travel
history abroad, a state-
ment issued by the
Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation said. He was
admitted to the hospital
on Wednesday and his
samples tested positive
for HMPV on Thursday.
The man has been suf-
fering from asthma for
some time and his condi-
tion is stable. PTI
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Revanth govt starts off
2025 on slippery note
STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad 

The New Year has been no
different for the Revanth
Reddy-led Congress gov-
ernment, with last year’s
trend of bloopers, U-turns
and broken promises con-
tinuing in 2025 as well. 

To begin with, the exten-
sion of the Hyderabad
Metro Rail beyond Medchal
was projected as Revanth
Reddy’s ‘New Year gift’ to
the people of Hyderabad.
However, that soon turned
out to be a poor PR stunt
with people pointing out
that the Metro Rail services
to those parts of the city
were announced by the BRS
government and that Re-
vanth Reddy’s gift was just a
few minor tweaks in the
route. 

The next blooper, how-
ever, is likely to have a long-
lasting impact, especially
with local body polls com-
ing up. The State govern-

ment declared that Rythu
Bharosa would be launched
from January 26. While the
launch was good news, what
came with the launch wasn’t
that good and in fact, made
people ask why Revanth
Reddy was so habituated to
breaking his promises. 

Rythu Bharosa
This was after the financial
assistance under the scheme
was cut down from the
promised Rs 15,000 to Rs
12,000 per acre per annum.
This was also a blot on the
Congress Assembly election
manifesto.  Even as farmers
were protesting the be-

trayal, ongoing strikes by
another section exposed an-
other broken promise. Dur-
ing the Assembly elections
in 2023, Revanth Reddy had
promised the Samagra Shik-
sha Abhiyan employees at
Hanamkonda that their
services would be regu-
larised after the Congress
government came to power.
Forget the promise not
being kept, Revanth Reddy
in fact went to the extent of
claiming services of SSA
employees could not be reg-
ularised as it was a Central
government scheme. Didn’t
he think of that while mak-
ing the promise?

The U-turn approach
continued when it came to
the movie industry as well.
After targeting actor Allu
Arjun in the Assembly, the
Congress announced that
there would be no more
ticket price hikes, no benefit
shows and no special privi-
leges for Tollywood.

(SEE PAGE 2)

Three naxals
killed in Ch’garh
encounter 
RAIPUR/SUKMA

Three naxalites were
killed in an encounter
with security forces in
Chhattisgarh’s Sukma dis-
trict on Thursday, state
Deputy Chief Minister
Vijay Sharma said. The se-
curity forces have
achieved success in the
anti-naxal operation in
Sukma, he said.

So far, bodies of three
Naxalites have been re-
covered and the search
operation is still under-
way, Sharma, who holds
the Home portfolio, told
reporters in Raipur. Refer-
ring to the IED blast trig-
gered by naxalites on Jan-
uary 6 wherein eight
security personnel and a
civilian driver of their ve-
hicle were killed in Bi-
japur district, the deputy
CM said, “There is huge
anger among security
forces after what naxalites
have done.” Last year, 219
naxalites were neutralised
by security forces. PTI

Announcement of
Metro beyond
Medchal backfired as
many pointed out that
it was already
announced by BRS 

Private bus operators
cash in on Sankranti rush
CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad 

With Sankranti around the
corner, private bus opera-
tors who are mandated to
keep fares in line with the
RTC rates are charging
around three times the reg-
ular prices on major routes
across Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh. 

Families and individuals
wishing to return to their na-
tive places in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana for
the Sankranti festival via pri-
vate buses and other means
of transport are forced to
pay exorbitant fares.

Many private operators
have increased their bus
fares towards Visakhapat-
nam, Vijayawada, Kurnool,
and Rajahmundry in Andhra
Pradesh. Private operators
are exploiting the high pas-
senger demand, which typi-
cally peaks between January
10 and 15, by significantly in-
creasing ticket prices. Nor-

mally, regular ticket fares for
AC bus services range be-
tween Rs 1,000 and Rs 1,800
to Vijayawada, but during
the current festive week,
these fares have surged to as
much as Rs 4,000 to Rs
5,000, even on routes such as
from Hyderabad to Visakha-
patnam. The TGSRTC and
APSRTC are operating over
6,000 special buses each for
passengers going to their na-
tive places this Sankranti.

They have requested citi-
zens to book tickets in RTC
services at normal rates and
for hassle-free travel.Mean-
while, the RTA officials are
carrying out special drives
across the city against pri-
vate buses for demanding
high fares from passengers,
and booking cases. On
Thursday alone, about 15 pri-
vate buses were seized for ir-
regularities.

(RELATED REPORTS PAGE 2)

Many operators increased bus fares towards Vizag, Vijayawada
and Rajahmundry in Andhra Pradesh. — Photo: Surya Sridhar

Stampede case: Naidu orders probe 
TIRUPATI 

Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu
on Thursday announced a
judicial inquiry into the
Tirupati temple stampede in
which six people were killed
and dozens injured, and
transferred three senior offi-
cials including the Superin-
tendent of Police of Tirupati
district. One deputy super-
intendent of police, who was
on the spot, has been sus-
pended, he said.

Expressing grief over the
incident, Naidu also an-
nounced Rs 25 lakh ex-gratia
to the kin of the deceased
and Rs 2 lakh to those in-
jured. Addressing a press
conference, the Chief Minis-
ter also attacked the previ-

ous YSRCP for changing
practices in the temple. Ac-
cording to him, a new sys-
tem of issuing tokens was
introduced by the previous
regime in Tirupati as op-
posed to the earlier system
of giving them in Tirumala

hills. “In the past, so many
problems have come up. We
are correcting everything,
starting with ‘prasadam’,
‘annadanam’, even cottages,
administration and every-
thing. All of a sudden this in-
cident happened.  his inci-

dent also happened due to a
legacy problem. Never in
my lifetime tokens were
given in Tirupati for ‘dar-
shan’ (to see the deity). For
the last five years, they
(YSRCP) introduced new
practices,” Naidu said, with-
out directly naming the Ja-
ganmohan Reddy-led party.

He further said he noticed
some loopholes in the ad-
ministration and monitoring
mechanisms in Tirupati
which should have been
‘perfect’. Naidu also said no
“adequate precautions”
were taken while opening
the gates and that triggered
the incident. DSP reportedly
opened the gate to help a
sick woman come out of the
area where the devotees
were waiting. (SEE PAGE 2)

Cold wave sweeps
Hyd, parts of State
CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad 

After a brief respite, the
cold wave is back and is
sweeping across Hyderabad
and parts of Telangana
State, with average mini-
mum temperatures drop-
ping by 2 degrees Celsius to
4 degrees Celsius.

Minimum temperatures
fell to single digits at multi-
ple locations in Hyderabad
and its surrounding regions,
especially Moinabad and
Ibrahimpatnam in Ran-
gareddy district and several
areas in the districts of Adi-
labad, Kumram Bheem Asi-
fabad, Kamareddy and San-
gareddy between

Wednesday night and early
hours of Thursday.

The ongoing coldwave is
expected to continue for a
day or two across Telan-
gana State before minimum
temperatures start rising
again. The IMD-Hyderabad
forecast said “Minimum
temperatures are likely to
be normal in next 3 days,
thereafter likely to be below
normal by 2 degrees Celsius
to 3 degrees Celsius. 

Dry Weather is very
likely to prevail over the
State. Mist/ Hazy condi-
tions are very likely to pre-
vail during morning hours
at isolated pockets over
Telangana during the next 5
days.”

Four electrocuted in
separate incidents
STATE BUREAU
Nirmal/Adilabad

Four people, including two
farmers, were electrocuted
in separate incidents in Nir-
mal, Mancherial and Adil-
abad on Thursday.

In the first incident, a 69-
year-old farmer, Panthulu
Bhumanna, was electro-
cuted when he was operat-
ing an electric motor at his
agriculture field at Mayapur
village in Dilawarpur man-
dal on Wednesday night.
His wife Adela lodged a
complaint with the police. A
case was registered, and in-
vestigations were taken up.
In the second incident, Ma-
davi Bheemrao (26), a

farmer, died on the spot
when he touched a live wire
while tying a swing for chil-
dren at Dubbaguda village
in Indervelli mandal on
Thursday. He was survived
by his wife and two chil-
dren. A native of Dhanven-
guda in Gudihathnoor man-
dal, Bheemrao, was visiting
his relatives at Dubbaguda
when the incident occurred.

In the third incident, a 35-
year-old daily wage earner,
Ravula Suresh of Kagazna-
gar town, was electrocuted
when he accidentally
touched a live wire in Ra-
makrishnapur on Wednes-
day evening. The incident
came to light on Thursday.

(SEE PAGE 2)

D CHANDRA BHASKAR RAO
Hyderabad

Chorus is growing for pri-
oritising the completion of
works on the Palamuru
Rangareddy Lift Irrigation
Project while adopting a fo-
cused approach to the irri-
gation and drinking water
needs of the water-starved
upland areas in the erst-
while Mahbubnagar dis-
trict.

The Rs 50,000 crore proj-
ect has seen no significant
progress in the works ever
since the inauguration of
the first pumphouse by the
then Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao in
September 2023.

As the priority of the
Congress government
shifted to projects that
hoped to give immediate re-
sults, the DPR of the PRLIP
was also rejected by the
Central Water Commission,
and pending clearances also
could make no headway.
Under the new government,
moves are afoot to take the
water from Edula reservoir,
which is part of the Pala-
muru Rangareddy Lift Irri-
gation Project to the Dindi
Lift irrigation scheme.

The government has pro-
posed to name the PRLIP
after the late S Jaipal Reddy,
former union Minister, and
to take water from Edula
reservoir to Dindi by con-
structing six kilometres of

open canal and 16 km of tun-
nel. Half a TMC of water is
sought to be drawn from
Edula daily for sixty days a
year to irrigate 3.61 lakh
acres of the upland areas in
Nalgonda. But the move has
stirred the hornet’s nest
once again. (SEE PAGE 2)

HYDERABAD

Former MA&UD Depart-
ment Special Chief Secre-
tary Arvind Kumar ap-
peared before the ED in the
Formula-E case. The senior
IAS reached the ED office
around 11 am on Thursday.
The ED is conducting the
probe under the PMLA
based on the FIR filed by
the ACB. The agency is
looking into possible viola-
tions of the FEMA. Former
chief engineer of HMDA
BLN Reddy appeared be-
fore the ED on Wednesday
and the ED officials grilled
him for nine hours. IANS

ACB on wild goose chase: KTR

STATE BUREAU

HYDERABAD 

BRS working president KT
Rama Rao on Thursday said
the Anti-Corruption Bureau
was on a wild goose chase,
and that for the seven hours
they questioned him, offi-
cials had nothing new to ask
with the same questions
being repeated several
times. Stating that just like
there was ‘no Mysore in
Mysore bonda’, he said the
ACB’s corruption case had
no corruption in it. 

Speaking to the media
after coming out of the ACB
office in Banjara Hills,
where he had reached at 10
am, Rama Rao reiterated
that the ACB probe was a
politically motivated exer-
cise orchestrated by Chief

Minister A Revanth Reddy.
However, he declared his
willingness to cooperate
further, asserting that he
had nothing to hide as he
had done nothing wrong.

“This is a frivolous and
politically motivated case.
The officials are on a wild
goose chase. Though they
might arrest and imprison
me eventually, I will come
out clean. I have complete
faith in the judiciary and
will explore all legal av-
enues,” he asserted.

Rama Rao was given a
rousing welcome by the
party cadre as he stepped
out of the ACB office, with a
massive rally being taken to
Telangana Bhavan in a mark
of defiance, raising slogans
against Revanth Reddy and
the Congress government.
At the party headquarters,
he was given a ‘mangala
harati’ with supporters car-
rying him on their shoul-
ders into his office. 

Addressing the media
persons at Telangana Bha-

van, the BRS working presi-
dent revealed that ACB offi-
cials had posed 82 ques-
tions, many of which were
repetitive. “The questions
were prepared by Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy
himself. The officials, de-
spite their competence, ap-
peared clueless about the
case,” he said, adding that
the frivolous case was filed
against him under political
pressure from Revanth
Reddy. 

He observed that the FIR
lacked specifics about bene-
ficiaries or proceeds of the
alleged crime. The FIR
failed to identify any benefi-
ciary or proceeds of crime,
underscoring the lack of ev-
idence in the case, he said. 

(SEE PAGE 2)
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Says it has nothing new to ask in Formula-E case with same questions repeated

Arvind Kumar
appears before ED 

BRS working president KT Rama Rao at the Telangana Bhavan in Hyderabad on Thursday.

Chorus grows
for completion
of PRLIS

WILL COMPLETE
PROJECT IN THREE
YEARS: BHATTI
Deputy Chief Minister Mallu
Bhatti Vikramarka said that
the Palamuru project would be
completed within the next
three years, transforming the
agrarian profile of drought-
prone districts. He empha-
sised that Congress govern-
ment initiated and completed
projects such as Koil Sagar,
Bhima, Kalwakurthy and Net-
tempadu on the Krishna River.
He also claimed that the gov-
ernment issued the first GO
for construction of the Pala-
muru project.

Though they might arrest and imprison me
eventually, I will come out clean. I have
complete faith in the judiciary

— KT RAMA RAO, BRS WORKING PRESIDENT

LIFELINE OF
TELANGANA

Palamuru Adhyayana Vedika
opposes shift in focus of PRLIP
from Palamuru to Nalgonda 

Rs 50,000 crore
project has seen no progress since
inauguration of first pumphouse 

Priority of Congress government
shifted to projects that give
immediate results

Congress wants to change 
PRLIP into Palamuru-Dindi Lift
Irrigation Project

Vedika emphasises that PRLIP
took present shape due to decades
of people’s struggle 

Roundtable conference on
issue of water diversion in
Hyderabad on January 12

IN THE PAST (YSRC
REGIME), SO MANY

PROBLEMS HAVE COME
UP. WE ARE CORRECTING
EVERYTHING. FOR LAST 5
YEARS, THEY LAUNCHED

NEW PRACTICES.

— N CHANDRABABU NAIDU, 
ANDHRA PRADESH CHIEF MINISTER 

CROWD FOR VAIKUNTHA
EKADASHI IS EXPECTED

EVERY YEAR. WHY 
WERE THERE NO

ARRANGEMENTS? WHY
SECURITY NOT

DEPLOYED?

— YS JAGANMOHAN REDDY, 
YSRCP PRESIDENT


