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Justice Sanjiv
Khanna is new CJI

NEW DELHI: Justice
Sanjiv Khanna was on
Thursday appointed the
51st Chief Justice of
India. He will take oath
on November 11, a day
after incumbent Justice
DY Chandrachud demits
office on attaining the
age of 65. Justice Chan-
drachud took over as the
CJl on November 8,
2022. Justice Khanna
will have a tenure of a
little over six months as
CJl'and would demit
office on May 13 next
year. pni

Amaravati to get
rail connectivity

NEW DELHI: The Union
Cabinet on Thursday ap-
proved two rail projects
worth Rs 6,798 crore —
a57-km line to connect
Andhra Pradesh’s new
capital Amaravati and
for doubling of a section
in north Bihar. In another
decision, the Cabinet ap-
proved the doubling of
Narkatiaganj-Raxaul-
Sitamarhi-Darbhanga
and Sitamarhi-Muzaf-
farpur section in Bihar
covering 256 km. Both
projects will benefit AP
& Bihar.pri NATION PAGE 8

Envoy: Canada
backstabbed India

NEW DELHI: Calling
Canada’s behaviour “the
pits”, India’s recalled
High Commissioner San-
jay Verma said India was
backstabbed and
treated in a most unpro-
fessional manner by a
country that is supposed
to be a friendly democ-
racy. He said “a handful”
of supporters of Khalis-
tan have turned the
ideology into a criminal
enterprise, which in-
dulges in arange of
activities such as gun-
running and human traf-
ficking, and yet Cana-
dian officials turn a blind
eye. pTi NATION PAGE 8

Bomb threats to
over 80 flights

NEW DELHI: More than
80 domestic and inter-
national flights of vari-
ous Indian airlines re-
ceived bomb threats on
Thursday. Sources said
around 20 flights each
of Air India, Vistara and
IndiGo got bomb threats
while Akasa Air got the
threats for 13 flights.
Five flights each of Al-
liance Air and SpicelJet
received threats too. rni

CHICKEN RATES
IN HYDERABAD
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Devastation rages on as
Israel bombs Gaza, Lebanon

16 killed as Israel targets school in Gaza;

10 killed in airstrikes on south Lebanon
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‘Ready to be jailed for people’ armersin
dire straits

Says with Congress govt breaking poll promises, there would be a revolt

BRS working president KT Rama Rao addressing a massive gathering of farmers during the Rythannala Poru Bata meeting at Ramleela ground in Adilabad on Thursday.

STATE BUREAU
ADILABAD

Declaring that the BRS
would not bow to pressure
tactics from the Congress
government, BRS working
president KT Rama Rao on
Thursday said he was ready
to be jailed for the sake of
the people and farmers.
Addressing a massive
gathering of farmers at the
‘Rythannala Poru Bata’
meeting organised by the
BRS and local farmers’ or-
ganisations at Ramleela
ground here on Thursday to
protest the anti-farmer poli-
cies of the Congress govern-
ment, Rama Rao said he was
ready to go to jail for the

people and farmers. With
one promise after the other
made to the people being
broken, there would be a re-
volt against the government,
with people not hesitating to
thrash leaders of the Con-
gress soon for failing to ful-
fil their poll promises.
Listing out each of the
broken promises of the Con-
gress, right from Rs 2,500 for
women, Rs 4,000 for unem-
ployed youth, two lakh jobs,
bonus on paddy and so on,
he said even the one tola of
gold promised to the benefi-
ciaries of the Kalyana Lak-
shmi scheme was not given
yet. Rama Rao, who reached
the venue to a vociferous ap-
plause from the farmers and

the public, said the situation
was such that farmers would
have to lodge a complaint
against the government for
evading payment of Rythu
Bandhu, not initiating the
promised Rythu Bharosa
scheme and for not extend-
ing the crop loan waiver in a
full-fledged manner.

Even the unemployed
would have to lodge a com-
plaint against the govern-
ment for not providing two
lakh jobs per annum. No
leader of the Congress
would be left in the State if
all sections lodged com-
plaints against the govern-
ment, he said. Almost every
section of society was now
on the streets protesting,

‘Congress cheated Muslims’

HYDERABAD

Rashtriya Muslim Morcha president SM Abdul Qadeer and other leaders during a press conference
in Hyderabad on Thursday.

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

The Congress has a history
of targeting the Muslim
community and stirring the
communal cauldron, and
the same is now being re-
peated in  Telangana,
charged several Muslims in-
tellectuals and  social
activists.

“Muslims in Telangana
are being cheated by the
Congress,” they averred.

At a press conference
here on Thursday, they rued
that ever since the Congress
government took over the
reins of the State, a nefari-
ous plan to eliminate Mus-

lim leadership and instill
fear among Muslims was
being implemented by or-
chestrating communal dis-
turbances in different parts
of the State.

Rashtriya Muslim Mor-
cha president and noted so-
cial worker SM Abdul
Qadeer said there were no
Muslim leaders or represen-
tatives in Revanth Reddy’s
government to represent
and highlight the issues and
concerns of the community.
“The Congress government
is out to eliminate the Mus-
lim leadership and is adopt-
ing its age-old modus
operandi,  orchestrating
communal violence and,

Future bleak for
contract teachers?

YUVRAJ AKULA
Hyderabad

Exposing the hollow nature
of the Congress govern-
ment’s promises, the assur-
ances on regularising serv-
ices of contract teachers in
universities are yet to be
fulfilled.

Despite  nearing 10
months into ruling, the gov-
ernment continues to be
mum on its promise of reg-
ularisation given to contract
teachers in universities dur-
ing the Assembly elections.

This year saw at least
five-six contract teachers
retire from services without
being regularised and with
another 25 assistant profes-
sors set to superannuate
next year, the future looks
bleak for these educators
who, in the absence of regu-

larisation, do not have any
benefits, including during
retirement and in death.

As many as 1,445 assistant
professors on contract have
been rendering their serv-
ices in 10 universities in the
State. As for the Osmania

University, 340 regular
teachers are on rolls as
against a  sanctioned

strength of 1,267. To fill va-
cant positions, the univer-
sity has been utilising the
service of over 300 contract
teachers, including nearly
200 in the budgeted posts,
for the past several years.
Apart from teaching, the
educators, who also under-
take significant research
and administrative respon-
sibilities, remain bereft of
security and recognition af-
forded to their regular
counterparts.  (SEEPAGE 2)

then during the elections,
seeks votes pretending to be
the ones shielding the Mus-
lims from communal
forces,” he said.

He cited the example of
the Jainoor violence and
said police knew about the
possibility and plans of the
violence, but for some rea-
son, arrests were not made.
The recent trend of the rise
in communal violence is a
failure of the government
and police, Qadeer said,
adding that the administra-
tion, too, failed to act timely
in the recent temple dese-
cration in Secunderabad,
which happens to be a
peaceful area.  (SEEPAGE2)

with the latest being the
wives of police personnel,
who are also demanding jus-
tice at work for their hus-
bands. Even they were being
treated with disrespect, with
police using force against
women staging peaceful
dharnas, he said.
Cautioning that the BRS
would not remain silent if
cases were booked against
farmers, he said none would
keep quiet if the government
demolished the houses of
the common man either. He
cited a case registered
against Bodigam Ganganna
for allegedly abusing Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy.
People were given house
sites and permissions during

the earlier regime of the
Congress, but now the same
party was targetting them
for no fault of theirs. He also
asked whether cases would
be booked against the Con-
gress, which claimed to keep
its word within hundred
days at the office, or against
the farmers or the poor.
Cheating cases should be
registered against those who
duped farmers and people,
he said, adding that illegal
cases won't be tolerated.
He asked the public to
warn people in Maharashtra
about Congress as the State
was going to polls , and in-
form them what was hap-
pening in Telangana.
(RELATED REPORTS PAGE 5)

With no Kisan
Sarkar in TG,
they are
facing a host
of challenges

D CHANDRA BHASKAR RAO
Hyderabad

The once-robust support
system for farmers in
Telangana, right from sow-
ing operations to harvest
and procurement, is appar-
ently missing under the cur-
rent Congress regime.

The State support that
encompassed crop invest-
ment assistance, timely irri-
gation, uninterrupted
power and assured pur-
chase of produce till the last
grain, appears to have
faded. The administration
has failed not just on Rythu
Bandhu/Bharosa, loan
waiver or incentive bonus,
but even in providing farm-
ers with the minimum sup-
port price.

Nizamabad and Nalgo-
nda, major paddy-produc-
ing districts, usually see
farmers hitting the markets
early with their kharif pro-
duce. However, this year,
they face a grim reality with
not many takers for their
produce. Unseasonal rains

PROCUREMENT

DELAYS

HYDERABAD: Although
the State government
planned to open 7,139
paddy purchase centres
for the 2024-25
Vanakalam crop, less than
2,550 have commenced
operations. Many are yet
to begin purchasing, pri-
marily due to delays in in-
tegrating weighing opera-
tions online. The State had
decided to establish sepa-
rate procurement centres
for grade-A paddy and
coarse varieties, with a
new bonus scheme offer-
ing Rs 500 per quintal for
the fine rice. The process
of identifying the 33 vari-
eties that qualify for the
bonus is still lacking a fool-
proof system. (SEE PAGE 2)

have further dashed the
hopes of kharif farmers.
Many, moving their pro-
duce to the yards from har-
vest points, have suffered
extensive damage due to
rain. Paddy stocks were ex-
posed to rainwater as farm-
ers struggled to cover them
with tarpaulins in yards.
Despite this, officials
have reiterated that they
will accept only paddy with
up to 17 per cent moisture,
whereas many farmers are
arriving with stocks con-
taining over 30 per cent
moisture. (SEE PAGE 2)

[.akhs evacuated as Dana

barrels towards

BHUBANESWAR/KOLKATA

Authorities in Odisha and

West Bengal evacuated
lakhs of people, shut
schools, cancelled more

than 400 trains and sus-
pended flight operations as
they braced on Thursday for
severe cyclonic storm Dana,
which is expected to make
landfall in Odisha past mid-
night at a speed of 120kmph.

According to the Indian
Meteorological ~ Depart-
ment’s latest bulletin at 5.30
pm, Dana moved north-
northwestwards with a
speed of 13 kmph during the
past six hours and lay cen-
tred about 90 km southeast
of Paradip (Odisha), 110 km
south-southeast of Dhamara
(Odisha) and 210 km south
of Sagar Island (West Ben-
gal). Odisha’s Revenue and
Disaster Management Min-
ister Suresh Pujari said the
government has deployed
385 rescue teams compris-

Odisha,WB

A police jeep patrols at the beach in view of Cyclone Dana, which is expected to make landfall in
Odisha, at Digha in East Midnapore district, West Bengal, on Thursday. — Photo: PTI

ing 19 NDRF teams, ODRAF
(51), Fire Service (220) and
Forest staff (95). As many as
150 platoons (one platoon
comprises 30 personnel) of

Jeevan Reddy questions top
party posts for turncoats

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad
Continuing his tirade

against the State leadership
for encouraging political de-
fections, Congress MLC Jee-
van Reddy asked how turn-
coats, including former
Minister Pocharam Srinivas
Reddy, could be given top
positions at the cost of ig-
noring the services of lead-
ers who were loyal to the
Congress.

Taking serious objections
to the State leadership en-
couraging defections, the
MLC wrote to AICC chief
Mallikarjun Kharge. Ad-
dressing media persons
here on Thursday, he said
the turncoat MLAs and
leaders were dominating
party affairs and calling the

Congress MLC says
turncoat MLAs and
leaders dominating
party affairs, calling
the shots in different
constituencies

shots in different
stituencies.

“At this juncture, what is
our position in the party?”
he asked, also alleging that
former Minister Pocharam
Srinivas Reddy was the
leader of the turncoats. He
had held a meeting with
turncoat MLAs and leaders
and directed them to domi-
nate the Congress leaders in
the constituencies, he al-
leged, stating that the high

con-

command was against de-
fections into the party. The
Congress had got a clear
majority in the Assembly
and did not need support of
any turncoats, he said.

“Will the Congress gov-
ernment not survive with-
out the support of turncoat
MLAs? Is this the demo-
cratic governance Rahul
Gandhi promised?” Jeevan
Reddy asked.

Interestingly, TPCC pres-
ident Mahesh Kumar Goud
has been claiming that de-
fections into the party were
as per the high command’s
instructions. But Jeevan
Reddy took strong objection
to the defections reminding
that it was the Congress
which was fighting against
defections by elected public
representatives. (SEEPAGE 2)

Odisha Police personnel
have been pressed into serv-
ice for rescue, road clearing
and other activities at the
ground level. Claiming that

the state was well prepared,
Pujari said 3.5 lakh people
have so far been evacuated
and housed in 4,756 relief
centres. r1i

J&K: Two soldiers,
2 civilians killed

SRINAGAR

In a major terrorist attack,
two soldiers and civilian
porters were killed and
three other soldiers injured
when an Army vehicle
came under fire in J&K’s
Baramulla district on
Thursday, officials said.
Official sources said ter-
rorists fired at a vehicle of
Rashtriya Rifles (RR) at
Nagin Chowk of Botapathri
area near Gulmarg ski re-
sort in the evening. “Two
soldiers and two civilian
porters were killed and 3
soldiers injured in this at-
tack. The area has been cor-
doned off and reinforce-
ments have been rushed to
the area,” an official said.
Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah condemned the at-
tack. “Very unfortunate

news about the attack on
the Army vehicles in the
Boota Pathri area of North
Kashmir which has resulted
in some casualties & in-
juries. This recent spate of
attacks in Kashmir is a mat-
ter of serious concern. I
condemn this attack in the
strongest possible terms &
send my condolences to the
loved ones of the people
who lost their lives. I also
pray that injured make a
complete & swift recovery,”
the Chief Minister said in a
post on X.

Thursday’s attack on an
Army vehicle comes in
from a usually militancy-
free area of the Valley. Gul-
marg and its upper reaches
like Botapathri are thronged
by tourists and the place has
been a choice destination
for nature lovers. ians



