
TOWERING DEITY

The Khairatabad Ganesh idol has been installed and all preparations have been made at the pandal
for the Ganesh Chaturthi festival on Saturday. — Photo: Anand Dharmana (REPORTS PAGE 3)
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Excise sleuths raid
ice-cream parlours 
HYDERABAD: Following
information that ice-
cream laced with alco-
hol was being served,
the Excise Department
officials carried out raids
on ice-cream parlours in
Jubilee Hills on Thursday
night. The raids ended
up in the seizure of
some ice-creams, which
were suspected to be
laced with alcohol, and
the arrest of two per-
sons for their involve-
ment. According to in-
formation available, the
suspects were preparing
and selling 60 gm of ice-
cream laced with 100 ml
of whiskey. 
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Farm.............................................. Rs. 99

Retail live................................... Rs. 121

With skin ................................... Rs. 175

Skinless ...................................... Rs.200

Egg Rates (12 eggs)................. Rs. 68
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Agni-4 ballistic
missile test fired 

NEW DELHI: The Min-
istry of Defence on 
Friday said they have
successfully launched
the intermediate-range
ballistic missile Agni 4.
“The launch was suc-
cessfully carried out
from the Integrated Test
Range in Chandipur,
Odisha,” an official said.
He said the launch suc-
cessfully validated all
operational and techni-
cal parameters. “It was 
conducted under the
aegis of Strategic Forces
Command,” the official
said. On April 4, India
also carried out a suc-
cessful flight test of the
Agni-Prime missile. IANS

15 killed as bus 
hits van in UP

HATHRAS: At least 15
people, including four
women and an equal
number of children, 
travelling in a van were
killed on Friday after a
roadways bus hit the 
vehicle from behind on
NH 93, officials said. 
Sixteen others were 
injured in the accident
and they have been ad-
mitted to a government
hospital. Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath directed 
officials to take care of
relief measures. PTI

Centre’s share in
revenue receipts dips

STATE BUREAU

HYDERABAD

The Central government’s
contribution to Telangana’s
revenue receipts has been
steadily declining over the
past 10 years — from 29.98
per cent as per actual rev-
enue receipts in 2014-15 to
just 19.79 per cent in the re-
vised Budget estimates for
2023-24. 

The significant drop in
the Central contribution,
which comprises the State’s
share in Central taxes and
grants-in-aid, is raising seri-
ous concerns about the
State’s fiscal autonomy.
Telangana’s total revenue
receipts grew from Rs
51,041.79 crore in 2014-15 to
an estimated Rs 1,69,089.59
crore in 2023-24. However,
during the same period, the
Centre’s contribution in-
creased at a much slower
pace, resulting in its per-
centage share declining
each year, impacting the
total revenue receipts.

In 2014-15, the Centre con-
tributed Rs 15,306.59 crore,
which accounted for nearly
30 per cent of the State’s rev-

enue. By 2023-24, despite
the absolute contribution
rising to Rs 33,471.95 crore,
its share in the total revenue
receipts had fallen to 19.79
per cent.

Over the past decade, the
State’s own tax revenue
(SOTR) witnessed a signifi-
cant increase from Rs
29,288.38 crore in 2014-15 to
Rs 1,11,798.14 crore in 2023-
24. The State’s share in Cen-
tral taxes has also been
slower, increasing from Rs
8,188.5 crore in 2014-15 to Rs

23,742.04 in 2023-24. How-
ever, the more alarming
trend is the decrease in
grants-in-aid, which are crit-
ical for funding State-spe-
cific projects and welfare
programmes. This decline
suggests a shift in the Cen-
tral government’s partisan
approach, prioritising other
States.

In 2014-15, grants-in-aid
stood at Rs 7,118.09 crore,
reaching a peak of Rs
15,471.13 crore in 2020-21
during the post-Covid era.

However, this figure sharply
declined to Rs 9,729.91 crore
in 2023-24. The downward
trend raises questions about
the sustainability of Telan-
gana’s financial planning
and may compel the State to
seek alternative revenue
sources or increase borrow-
ings, which would impact its
fiscal health in the long run.
Officials fear that the de-
creasing Central support
may impact its ability to
fund development projects
and welfare schemes. 

Officials fear this may impact funding for projects, schemes 

TG’s fi scal health at risk?
THE SIGNIFICANT DROP IN THE CENTRAL CONTRIBUTION, WHICH COMPRISES THE STATE’S SHARE IN 

CENTRAL TAXES AND GRANTS-IN-AID, RAISES SERIOUS CONCERNS ABOUT THE STATE’S FISCAL AUTONOMY
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STATE BUREAU 
Kamareddy

What would you call it
other than fate? Insa-
tiable craze for making
Instagram reels and
videos for any other so-
cial media platform by
performing impossible
feats has landed many in
danger, but people ap-
parently refuse to learn a
lesson.

Take the case of this
youngster Shiva at De-
saipet in Banswada man-

dal of Kamareddy dis-
trict. When a six-foot
cobra entered a residen-
tial area, the locals pan-
icked and sent word for
help on Friday. But
Shiva, one of the resi-
dents, came forward to
handle the serpent and
caught it. But as fate
would have it, he began
doing feats with the
cobra. He held it by his
teeth as others filmed
and took photos of him
with the most venomous
snake. (SEE PAGE 2)

Vinesh gets
Congress ticket

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Friday re-
leased its first list of 31 can-
didates for the Haryana As-
sembly polls, fielding
wrestler Vinesh Phogat
from Julana.

Olympians Phogat and
Bajrang Punia, who were at
the forefront of the
wrestlers’ protest against
then WFI chief and former
BJP MP Brij Bhushan Sha-
ran Singh, entered the polit-
ical arena earlier in the day
by joining the Congress
with a vow of “not being
scared or backing off”.  

They met Congress pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge at
his residence and later
joined the party at the AICC
headquarters in the pres-
ence of Congress general
secretary in-charge organi-
sation KC Venugopal and
other leaders. 

At the press conference
during which they joined
the party, Venugopal said
Phogat received a show-
cause notice from the Rail-
ways after she met Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday. 

(SEE PAGE 2)

(AAP-CONGRESS ALLIANCE 

UNLIKELY IN HARYANA PAGE 7)

Denied loan
waiver, farmer
ends life
STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad

Vexed with official apathy
in clearing his crop loan, a
farmer died by suicide on
the Agriculture Office
premises at Medchal
Malkajgiri here on Friday. 

The incident occurred
after 52-year-old Surender
Reddy ran from pillar to
post to get his crop loan
waived as assured by the
State government. 

On Friday, Reddy, a na-
tive of Chittapur village in
Dubbak mandal, arrived at
the Agriculture Office in
Medchal and hanged him-
self to a railing on the office
premises. He lived in Med-
chal. He had secured a crop
loan of Rs 1.92 lakh through
APGVB. (SEE PAGE 2)

Harassment by
loan sharks drives
student to suicide 

CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad

Harassment by online loan
app executives is sus-
pected to have resulted in a
youngster ending his life at
Quthbullapur in Jeedimetla
on Friday.  

Bhanu Prakash (22) of
Quthbullapur was pursu-
ing a degree course at a pri-
vate college in the city. 

According to informa-
tion available, he had bor-
rowed some money
through loan apps for per-
sonal expenses, but failed
to pay the EMIs on time. 

Following this, loan app
agents allegedly started ha-
rassing him and calling his
family members, friends
and relatives from his con-
tact list. 

Bhanu Prakash is said to
have recently shared the
ordeal with some of his
close friends. (SEE PAGE 2)

Youth dies as stunt with
six-foot cobra goes awry 

Shiva performing stunts with the cobra
at Desaipet in Banswada mandal of
Kamareddy district. 

Wrestlers Vinesh Phogat and Bajrang Punia joined the Congress
in New Delhi on Friday. — Photos: PTI


