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‘Time for final
assault on naxals’

RAIPUR: India will be
free from Left Wing Ex-
tremism by March 2026
and a strong and ruth-
less strategy is required
for the final assault
against the menace,
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah asserted. He
stated this during a
press meet here after he
along with Chhattisgarh
CM Vishnu Deo Sai and
senior Central and police
officers reviewed the
Maoist issue in the State
and adjoining areas.
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Madrasa inmate
beaten to death

NEW DELHI: Three stu-
dents, aged between 9
and 11, were appre-
hended for allegedly
beating a five-year-old
inmate to death in north-
east Delhi’s Dayalpur.
Earlier in the day, police
had said that the boy
died under mysterious
circumstances as there
were blisters on the his
neck, abdomen, and
groin area. According to
a police officer, after au-
topsy it was found that
the boy had multiple in-
ternal injuries as well. pi

IAF brings back
bodies of pilgrims

KATHMANDU: A mili-
tary transport aircraft of
the IAF brought to Maha-
rashtra’s Jalgaon the
bodies of 25 Indian pil-
grims who died in a bus
accident in Nepal. The
accident occurred in
Nepal’s Tanahun district,
around 115 km from
Kathmandu. The pil-
grims were among a
group of 110 people from
several parts of Maha-
rashtra who had gone to
Nepal in two buses and
one traveller van.
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One terrorist killed
in J&K encounter

SRINAGAR: One terrorist
was killed on Saturday in
an encounter with the
security forces in J&K’s
Baramulla. Earlier, an ex-
change of firing took
place between the secu-
rity forces and the ter-
rorists in the Watergam
area of Baramulla dis-
trict. “One terrorist was
killed and his weapon
was recovered from the
encounter site. The iden-
tity of the slain terrorist
is being ascertained,” of-
ficials said. ians
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HYDRA puts Ministers in a spot

Sources say Congress leaders also spending uneasy nights with agency continuing demolition drive

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

The Hyderabad Disaster
Response and Assets Moni-
toring and Protection
(HYDRA) agency, consti-
tuted by the Congress gov-
ernment with multiple ob-
jectives, including the
demolition of illegal struc-
tures, has started giving the
party’s own Ministers and
leaders the jitters.

Despite widespread criti-
cism that the agency is being
used to target political rivals
of the Congress, party
sources say a few Ministers
and leaders, who own pala-
tial buildings in the limits of
the twin reservoirs of
Osman Sagar and Himayat
Sagar, are spending uneasy
nights with HYDRA contin-
uing its demolition drive.

In fact, they are said to
have summoned HYDRA
commissioner AV Ran-
ganath and asked him to de-
sist from taking up any fur-
ther demolitions in the
buffer zone of the twin
reservoirs. However, with
Ranganath reporting di-
rectly to Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy on any ac-
tion to be taken up, the Con-
gress Ministers and leaders
are apprehensive whether
Ranganath will listen to
them. For them, and others
who own buildings in the
FTL or buffer zone, the most
worrying factor is a memo
issued in 2007, incidentally
by the Congress govern-
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HYDRA authorities demolishing Tollywood actor Akkineni Nagarjuna’s N Convention Centre near Tammidikunta Cheruvu at Madhapur on Friday.

ment led by the late YS Ra-
jasekhara Reddy. The
memo clearly lists out regu-
latory measures and demar-
cations applicable for both
Osman Sagar and Himayat
Sagar and says no develop-
ment will be allowed up to
500 metres from the bund or
FTL downstream and the
same should be declared as
a prohibited zone. This
apart, beyond 500 m and up
to 1,000 m downstream,
only low-rise residential de-
velopment (ground plus

two floors) was to be per-
mitted. Beyond 1,000 m
downstream, all develop-
ments such as residential,
commercial, IT units, ho-
tels, public and semi-public
developments could be al-
lowed except for 68 specific
industries. Meanwhile, the
nightmares for the Congress
leaders got worse on Satur-
day when HYDRA demol-
ished film actor Akkineni
Nagarjuna’s N Convention
Centre in Madhapur.

(SEE PAGES 2, 5)

4 injured as Hyd-bound
copter crashes near Pune
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PUNE

A private helicopter flying
from Mumbai to Hyderabad
crashed in Mulshi tehsil of
Pune district on Saturday af-
ternoon but all four persons
on board survived, police
said. While the pilot was
hospitalised at Paud, about
30 to 35 km from Pune city,
the three passengers suf-
fered minor injuries, an offi-
cial said.

A team of the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation

Seasonal

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

The Telangana State is wit-
nessing a significant surge in
seasonal ailments, including
dengue, viral fevers, chikun-
gunya and malaria, said Di-
rector of Public Health
(DPH) Dr B Ravinder Naik.

While there are no deaths
related to dengue, the senior
official on Saturday said that
positive cases have surged
compared to last year. Be-
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Wreckage of the helicopter that crashed at Mulshi tehsil, in Pune on Saturday. — Photo: PT|

reached the site for con-
ducting an initial inquiry.
Bad weather was suspected
to have caused the crash as
the area is receiving heavy
rains, said inspector Manoj
Yadav of Paud police sta-
tion. The chopper, belong-
ing to Global Vectra avia-
tion company, crashed at
Kondhwale village past 2
pm, he said. Locals rushed to
the rescue of the occupants
as it came down. “When
they took off from Mumbai,
the weather was fine, but
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when the chopper reached
Paud area, which has been
receiving rains since last
night, it encountered diffi-
culties. The pilot tried to
land but it hit a babul tree
and then crashed to the
ground,” said inspector
Yadav. As the fall was bro-
ken by the tree, the impact
of the final crash appeared
to have been mitigated, he
said. There were no reports
of the chopper experiencing
any technical problems, the
official said. (SEE PAGE 2)

ailments rise

tween January and August,
4,648 positive dengue cases
have been reported across
Telangana.

Almost all the major
urban centres in Telangana
are witnessing a rise in
dengue infections. Hyder-
abad and its surrounding
districts, including Ran-
gareddy and Medchal-
Malkajgiri lead the way in
reporting the maximum
number of dengue-positive
cases followed by Suryapet,

Nalgonda, Nizamabad and
Warangal. While maintain-
ing that so far no dengue-re-
lated deaths have been re-
ported, the DPH said that
the ideal response aimed at
limiting the spread of fresh
infections should be a com-
bination of public participa-
tion and the precautionary
measures taken by various
departments, including Mu-
nicipal Administration and
Health Department.
(RELATED REPORTS PAGE 3)

ORDINANCE SOON TO EXPAND HYDRA LIMITS?

HYDERABAD: With multiple quarters, including
from within the Congress, questioning the jurisdic-
tional powers of the HYDRA after its demolitions
started to give nightmares to even Ministers, the
State government is likely to soon issue an ordi-
nance expanding jurisdictional limits of HYDRA.
Though Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy at-
tempted to expand the jurisdiction of the GHMC
beyond the Outer Ring Road, and thereby enable
the HYDRA to stretch its arms beyond the ORR,
the move was met with dissent, including from
within the Congress. According to highly placed
sources, Revanth Reddy is now opting for the ordi-
nance route to expand HYDRA'’s limits not just be-

yond the ORR, but into GO 111 areas, apparently
with specific targets. There are 84 villages in the
GO 111 areas, where there were restrictions on the
constructions. The earlier government decided to
scrap the GO, but its repeal was put on hold.

Incidentally, Governor Jishnu Dev Varma pro-
rogued the State Assembly on Friday. GO MS No
43, published in an extraordinary issue of the
Telangana Gazette on August 23, has the Gov-
ernor stating that he prorogued the third session of
the Legislative Assembly. It is only after the As-
sembly is prorogued the government can bring in
an ordinance, in this case, the one to allow HYDRA
to operate beyond ORR and into GO 111 areas.

MEASURES
LISTED OUT
IN 2007

Stressing the need to regu-
late developments in the
downstream areas and to
avoid pollution of Osman
Sagar and Himayat Sagar,
the then government in
2005 constituted a commit-
tee with officials from
HMWSSB, PCB, HUDA,
APIIC and MA&UD

The Technical Committee
submitted its report recom-
mending a few measures in
2006. Accordingly, the
MA&UD issued a memo on
July 16, 2007, and listed out
regulatory measures appli-
cable to the twin reservoirs

WHAT
THE MEMO SAYS

® No development allowed up
t0 500 m from bund or FTL in
downstream and same will be
declared prohibited zone

® Beyond 500 m and up to
1,000 m (1km) in downstream,
only low-rise residential develop-
ment (G+2) will be allowed

® Beyond 1,000 m, all develop-
ments such as residential, com-
mercial, IT units, hotels, public
and semi-public developments
will be allowed

® 68 industries not permitted in
area falling in downstream of
Osman Sagar and Himayat

@ 86 villages listed as falling in
10 km from FTL of twin reservoirs
@ For protection of raw water

channel from Osman Sagar to
Asifnagar, no layout or building

@ While approving the layout, 100
feet distance shall be maintained

® 30-meter buffer zone will be
maintained all along reserve
forest and heritage structures

Assam rape accused drowns in pond

GUWAHATI

The prime accused in the
rape of a minor girl allegedly
escaped from police cus-
tody, jumped into a pond
and died on Saturday morn-
ing at Dhing in Assam’s Na-
gaon district, police said.
The villagers of Borbheti,
the family home of the ac-
cused, have taken a decision
not to participate in his fu-
neral prayers and not allow
his burial in the village
graveyard.

Nagaon Superintendent
of Police Swapneel Deka
said that the accused, who
was arrested on Friday, was
taken handcuffed to the lo-
cation where the crime was
allegedly committed for a
re-creation of the crime
scene around 3.30 am. “The
accused hit out at a police-
man, escaped from police
custody and jumped into the

ZERO-TOLERANCE IN CRIMES
AGAINST WOMEN: HIMANTA

SILCHAR: Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Sat-
urday asserted that his government has a policy of zero-tolerance
in dealing with crimes against women and “drastic action” is
taken against the culprits in such cases. He also said the state's
police force is “setting an example” with its prompt action in
cases of crimes against women. “When an incident (like rape)
happens in Assam, police take quick action. No compromise is
made. When it comes to matters of crimes against women, we
have a zero-tolerance policy,” Sarma told reporters. pTi

pond,” Deka said. The SDRF
was immediately informed,
a search operation was
launched and his body was
recovered after nearly two
hours, he added. The police-
man was also injured and
admitted to a hospital, the
SP said. The other two ac-
cused are still absconding
and search was continuing
with raids conducted at sev-
eral places on Friday night.
The 14-year-old girl was al-

legedly raped by three per-
sons who came on a motor-
cycle and surrounded her
while she was returning
home from tuition on her bi-
cycle at Dhing on Thursday
evening. She was left injured
and unconscious on the
roadside near a pond, before
being rescued by locals who
informed police.
Meanwhile, the villagers
of Borbheti held a meeting
on Saturday morning and

Centre approves assured
pension for govt employees

NEW DELHI

In abonanza to 23 lakh Cen-
tral government employees,
the Union Cabinet on Satur-
day approved an assured
pension of 50 per cent of
salary for those who joined
the service after January 1,
2004, under the National
Pension System (NPS).
Fulfilling long pending
demands of government
employees ahead of Assem-
bly elections in Haryana and
Jammu and Kashmir, the
Cabinet meeting, chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, approved the Unified
Pension Scheme (UPS),
which assures guaranteed
pension. Employees opting
for UPS would be eligible
for an assured pension of 50
per cent of the average basic
pay drawn over the last 12
months before the superan-

They will now be
eligible to get 50% of
average basic pay
drawn over last 12
months before
retirement as pension

nuation for a minimum
qualifying service of 25
years. This pay is to be pro-
portionate for a lesser serv-
ice period up to a minimum
of 10 years of service, Union
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said. The new pension
scheme also guarantees an
assured minimum pension
of Rs 10,000 per month on
superannuation after a min-
imum of 10 years of service.
This option scheme will
benefit 23 lakh Central gov-
ernment employees, he said,

adding that the number
would rise to 90 lakh if State
governments want to join
the scheme. Announcing
other features of UPS,
Vaishnaw said an assured
family pension will be pro-
vided to the spouse of a de-
ceased employee.

The announcement came
against the backdrop of sev-
eral non-BJP States deciding
to revert to the DA-linked
Old Pension Scheme (OPS)
and employee organisations
in some other States raising
demand for the same.
NPS has been implemented
for all government employ-
ees except those in the
armed forces joining the
Central government on or
after January 1, 2004.
Most State/Union Territory
governments have also noti-
fied NPS of their new em-
ployees. (SEE PAGE 2)

took three decisions regard-
ing the crime committed by
the youth. “We have de-
cided not to allow his burial
in the village graveyard, not
participate in his ‘anaza’
(burial prayers) and social
boycott of his family,” a vil-
lage elder Md Shahjahan Ali
Choudhury said.

No burial in village

“The village youth’s crime
has shamed us and we can-
not allow his burial in the
community graveyard,” he
added. Meanwhile, a march
was also taken out from the
village mosque to protest
against the incident. Mean-
while, a Minister was also
sent who enquired about the
health condition of the vic-
tim who is currently recov-
ering in a hospital. Police
had arrested one and de-
tained another while search
was on to nab the third. rni

Ryot dies while
standing in queue
for bank loan

STATE BUREAU

Narayanpet

A farmer from Bomman-
pad village died, reportedly
due to a cardiac arrest
while standing in the queue
for aloan at the SBI branch
in Maddur mandal centre
on Saturday.

This is the second inci-
dent of a farmer suffering a
cardiac arrest in a bank and
dying in the last 24 hours.

On Friday, a farmer from
Iskilla village suffered a
cardiac arrest as the bank
authorities allegedly re-
fused to sanction a fresh
loan to him. According to
reports, Nolla Katalappa,
who was standing in queue
to seek a loan from the
bank, suddenly collapsed.
He was immediately
rushed to a nearby hospital
where the doctors declared
him brought dead.



