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NEET: SC defers
hearing till July 18
NEW DELHI: The Supr -
eme Court on Thursday
adjourned till July 18 the
hearing of a clutch of pe-
titions seeking cancella-
tion, re-test and probe
into alleged malprac-
tices in the conduct of
NEET-UG 2024 as the re-
sponses of the Centre
and the NTA were yet to
be received by some par-
ties. Meanwhile, Union
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan on
Thursday met some
NEET aspirants at his
residence. PTI
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TS Budget session
from July 24
HYDERABAD: The
Budget session of Telan-
gana State Legislative
Assembly is all set to
commence on July 24.
Finance Minister Mallu
Bhatti Vikramarka is
likely to introduce Bud -
get on July 25 or 26. Nec-
essary arrangements are
being made in this re-
gard. Previously, a Vote-
on-Account Budget was
presented by the State
government in February
this year, ahead of the
Lok Sabha polls. 

STATE PAGE 5

Mamata to meet
Uddhav, Pawar
KOLKATA: West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee said she will
meet Shiv Sena chief 
Uddhav Thackeray and
NCP leader Sharad
Pawar in Mumbai on
Friday to discuss the
present political situa-
tion in the country.
Speaking to reporters on
Thursday before leaving
for Mumbai to attend the
wedding of Mukesh Am-
bani's son, Banerjee said
she will also meet Sama-
jwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav. PTI

ADM dies while
singing bhajan 
BHUBANESWAR: An ad-
ditional district magis-
trate (ADM) collapsed on
the stage while singing a
Jagannath bhajan at a
get-together of govern-
ment officials in
Odisha’s Gajapati district
and later died. The de-
ceased, identified as
Birendra Kumar Das, was
serving as ADM (Rev-
enue). A video clip of the
incident which took
place on Wednesday
evening went viral on so-
cial media. PTI

STATE BUREAU

HYDERABAD

A tribal youngster, Maloth
Suresh Babu, was allegedly
tortured by the Thorrur po-
lice after he criticised the
personal assistant of the
local MLA from the ruling
Congress on social media.
The incident came to light
on Thursday, evoking a
strong reaction from Oppo-
sition parties, demanding
immediate action against
the police officials responsi-
ble.

According to the victim’s
family members, Suresh
Babu, who hails from San-
nuru village in Thorrur
mandal of Palakurthy As-
sembly constituency,
posted a WhatsApp mes-
sage criticising Vijender
Reddy, the personal assis-
tant of Palakurthy MLA
Yashaswini Reddy from the
ruling Congress. He had
posted the message follow-
ing the murder of a BRS
leader allegedly by persons
owing allegiance to the Con-
gress MLA. BRS leaders had
also accused the local MLA
of encouraging murder pol-
itics in the constituency.
Following a call from the

MLA’s office, the Thorrur
police summoned Suresh
Babu to the police station
and thrashed him black and
blue. “What crime did my
son commit? Did he steal
something or harass some-
one? He is only serving the
people through politics, but
the Sub-Inspector treated
him badly and thrashed him
for questioning the govern-
ment. Is it a crime to ques-
tion the government?” the
victim’s mother asked. 

Suresh Babu had to get
treated for his injuries, she
said. The incident, along
with other instances of the

police highhandedness on
unemployed youngsters and
journalists being reported,
triggered a strong reaction
from BRS working presi-
dent KT Rama Rao, who ex-
pressed deep anguish over
recent incidents in Telan-
gana where police were de-
taining young individuals
for posting critical content
about the ruling Congress
government on social
media. Highlighting the dis-
turbing incident of Suresh
Babu, he said the tribal
youth was picked up and
tortured by the Thorrur po-
lice. (SEE PAGE 2)

Tribal youth thrashed
for criticising govt

Picked up, ‘tortured’ by Thorrur police; KTR demands action

Law and order
deteriorating in
Hyd, says KTR
HYDERABAD: BRS working
president KT Rama Rao
voiced serious concerns
over the deteriorating law
and order situation in Hy-
derabad, blaming the lack
of administrative experi-
ence in the current leader-
ship for the city’s decline.
“Why is ‘Brand Hyderabad’
fading? Hyderabad is
growing into a global city,
but losing its sheen,” he
said. 

The fact that several
leading newspapers were
flashing such headlines on
their front pages and ques-
tioning the deteriorating
situation, indicated that
peace and security were
completely out of control.
Taking to X, Rama Rao
pointed out that the city’s
peace and harmony, which
remained unaffected for
the past decade, were now
threatened by increasing
serial murders and the rise
of inter-state gangs.  He
also highlighted the visible
impact of poor gover-
nance. (SEE PAGE 2)

Farmers to hit
streets again
NEW DELHI

Farmers’ body SKM on
Thursday announced it will
resume its agitation over its
pending demands, includ-
ing a legal guarantee to MSP
and loan waiver, and submit
a memorandum to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and the Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi. 

The Samyukt Kisan Mor-
cha (SKM), an umbrella or-
ganisation of farm unions
that led the 2020-21 farmers’
protest, made the an-
nouncement a day after its
general body met but indi-
cated that unlike then, its
agitation this time may not
be a march to Delhi.

Leaders of the outfit said
that appointments will be
sought between July 16 and
July 18 to meet the Prime
Minister, the Leader of Op-
position and MPs of both
Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha
and give them the memo-
randum listing the farmers’
demands. The SKM also
said memorials to honour
those who died during the
2020-21 protest should be
built at Delhi’s Tikri and
Singhu borders, where agi-
tators camped for more
than a year as part of their
agitation that also pressed
for compensation of farm-
ers who died in the 2021
Lakhimpur Kheri violence

in Uttar Pradesh. Asked if
farmers will march to Delhi
again, the SKM leaders said
this time they are focusing
on nationwide protests, par-
ticularly in assembly elec-
tion-bound Maharashtra,
Jharkhand, J&K and
Haryana. “The same
method of protest does not
have to be used every time.
We will hold protests
across the country,” AIKS
Hannan Mollah said.

SKM leaders claimed that
the BJP faced losses in 159
rural-dominated parliamen-
tary constituencies in Lok
Sabha polls due to the farm-
ers’ movement. In a state-
ment, the SKM said, “The
general body has decided to
resume the agitation de-
manding implementation of
the agreement, dated De-
cember 9, 2021, that the
union government has with
the SKM, signed by the Sec-
retary of the Department of
Agriculture, Government of
India, and other key de-
mands affecting the liveli-
hood of farmers.” PTI

SKM says it will
resume agitation 
over pending
demands, including a
legal guarantee to
MSP and loan waiver

Maha tables Bill
to check naxal
menace
MUMBAI

The Maharashtra govern-
ment on Thursday tabled a
Bill in the Assembly aimed
at preventing unlawful ac-
tivities of individuals and
organisations, with Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis stressing the need
to curb the rising presence
of naxal outfits in rural and
urban areas through effec-
tive legal means.

Named ‘Maharashtra
Special Public Security Act
2024’, this Bill is seen to
curb the menace of naxal-
ism and its sympathisers in
urban areas.

Chhattisgarh, Telan-
gana, Andhra Pradesh and
Odisha have enacted Pub-
lic Security Acts for effec-
tive prevention of unlawful
activities. The Bill tabled in
the Lower House of the
State legislature describes
unlawful activities as in-
dulging in or propagating
acts of violence, vandalism
or other acts generating
fear and apprehension in
the public. 

Indulging in or encour-
aging use of firearms, ex-
plosives or other devices,
encouraging or preaching
disobedience to established
law and its institutions is
also an unlawful activity, it
said.  Association with an
unlawful organisation will
see a jail term from three to
seven years and a fine of Rs
3 to Rs 5 lakh. PTI

Gopanpally flyover awaits inauguration
CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

Constructed at an approxi-
mate cost of Rs 18 crore,
the Gopanpally flyover is
yet to be opened to the
public despite works on 
the structure completed
weeks ago. 

Despite multiple re-
quests from the residents,
the authorities seem to be
deliberating on an inaugu-
ration date.

Starting from Gopan-
pally Junction, the facility
has two exit ramps — one
near the back gate of the
University of Hyderabad
towards Nallagandla, and
the other towards Tella-
pur. With an uptick in de-
velopment in these areas
due to their proximity to
the IT Hub, this 0.5 km one-
way overpass was con-
structed by the Roads and
Buildings (R&B) Depart-
ment to cater to the grow-
ing vehicular traffic.

(SEE PAGE 2) The flyover at Gopanpally was expected to be inaugurated after LS polls in June once the poll code was lifted.  — Photo:Anand Dharmana

BRS to infuse
young blood 
PS DILEEP 
Hyderabad

Notwithstanding the defec-
tions by elected representa-
tives and senior leaders
from the party fold to the
ruling Congress, the BRS is
gearing up its cadre to em-
bark on a path of revival.
The party’s top leadership,
which has been constantly
holding meetings with lead-
ers and cadre, has decided
to infuse young blood into
its leadership at all levels.

BRS sources said party
president K Chan-
drashekhar Rao had already
chalked out the future
course for the party and was
keen to encourage young
leaders to play a key role in
the party’s rejuvenation.
Just like the Statehood
movement, senior leaders
would be attacking Con-
gress on issues of public
concern, countering its false

and misleading narratives,
and exposing its failures in
fulfilling electoral promises.
The younger generation
would be raising local is-
sues and hitting the streets
whenever required.

The BRS is adopting a
measured approach, not
rushing to return to power
but focusing on rebuilding
the party from the grass-
roots and nurturing a new
leadership. (SEE PAGE 2)

Girls bitten by rats at welfare hostel
STATE BUREAU
Medak 

Close on the heels of 35 stu-
dents taking ill after a lizard
was found in breakfast
served at the Telangana
Model School in Ramayam-
pet, another incident has
emerged from the town
where rats bit 12 girl in-
mates in the hostel of the so-
cial welfare residential
school on Wednesday.

All the victims were Class
9 students who were sleep-
ing in one room. After the
children alerted their par-
ents, relatives and parents
rushed to the school on
Thursday and staged a
protest. 

They also raised the issue
with Principal Sarala Devi.
Meanwhile, the students
were taken to the Ra-
mayampet Area Hospital,
where they were provided
treatment and discharged.
Sarala Devi said they had

been making efforts to con-
tain the rat menace in the
hostel for quite some time,
but they could not succeed.
She said they were pacing
glue pads to catch the rats
every day and assured the
parents that they would
contain the rat menace with
more measures.

The parents complained
that the students were re-
luctant to stay in the hostel
as the rats were moving
close to their beds. Students
said they were spending
sleepless hours because of
the rats scurrying around all
through the night.

Though a few
leaders switched
loyalties in some
segments, most 
of the second-rung
leaders are still
with the party 

— SENIOR BRS LEADER

Only two teachers for 135
students, parents protest
KOTHAGUDEM: Students and their parents took to the
streets over the lack of teachers at the Government High
School at Gummadavalli village. The school, having a
strength of 135 students from Class VI-X, has only two
teachers, when there were actually eight sanctioned posts.
At the beginning of the academic year, there were eight
teachers, and they were transferred to other schools as
part of the recent transfers and promotions. But only two
teachers —English and mathematics — were transferred
to the school, and there were no teachers for physics, sci-
ence, Telugu, Hindi, social sciences and others. (SEE PAGE 2)

UP teacher brutally thrashes
Class X student, arrested
RAEBARELI: A Class X student at a private school in Uttar
Pradesh’s Raebareli suffered multiple injuries, including a
broken tooth, when he was brutally thrashed by his teacher
over his incomplete homework, police said.  According to
reports, the teacher thrashed the boy so badly that he was
knocked unconscious and collapsed on the floor. The
teacher then fled. The students informed the principal, who
then rushed the injured boy to the hospital.  Police arrested
the teacher, identified as Mohammed Asif. IANS

Stalkers’ harassment
forces girl to end life
STATE BUREAU
Nalgonda 

A teen girl died, allegedly by
suicide, at Kukkadam vil-
lage under Madgulapalli po-
lice station limits of Nalgo-
nda. The deceased was
identified as Kalyani. 

Holding two youngsters
— Ariri Shiva and Kom-
manaboyna Madhu — re-
sponsible for her death, vil-
lagers alleged that the duo
was persistently stalking
the girl and harassing her.
She had felt threatened with
their calls and unwanted
messages seeking her love,
they said.

According to the vil-
lagers, the two youngsters
threatened to upload her
pictures on social media
platforms if she failed to re-
spond positively to them.
As they continued to hold
out threats even in the ab-

sence of her parents, she al-
legedly consumed pesticide
to end her life. 

Her brother had left for
college when the incident
took place. It is learned that
she had called her parents
over the phone, informing
them of her decision to end
her life. After being alerted
by her parents, neighbours
shifted her to Miryalaguda
Hospital and later to the
district headquarters hos-
pital at Nalgonda. How-
ever, she died while under-
going treatment on
Wednesday.

Following her death, the
girl’s relatives staged a
dharna on the Addanki-
Narketpalli highway along
with the body of the victim.
They relented on being
promised of stringent ac-
tion by the police against
those responsible for the
death of the girl.

Technical glitch
hits registrations
STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Land transactions and reg-
istrations came to a grind-
ing halt across the State on
Thursday following a tech-
nical snag in the UIDAI
network. Accordingly, the
officials rescheduled the
registration services to Fri-
day. The Commissioner
and Inspector General of
Stamps and Registration
Department informed that
Aadhaar online services
were suspended due to
some technical problems
in the UIDAI networking. 

Since the Aadhaar bio-
metric is mandatory, the
property and land registra-
tion services were affected.
Over 7,000 registrations
and land transactions are
carried out in the State
every day. However, the
officials could complete
the registration process of
only around 1,000 docu-
ments on Thursday.

The tribal youth, Maloth Suresh Babu, who was beaten up by the
Thorrur police, at Sannuru village on Thursday.

Students say they 
are spending
sleepless hours
because of the rats
scurrying around all
through the night


